W. C., 35 years of age, a railway fireman, has been three years in India; a slight, pale, and very sickly looking man, but has not had much illness.
Accustomed to drink spirits in moderation. On July 11th, whilst jumping off an engine, he fell, and the wheels of the tender went over his left leg, just above the ankle, completely crushing the limb more than half-way np to the knee; he lost a good deal of blood, and was brought to the hospital faint and collapsed, but rallied under the influence of stimulants; an hour after the accident, he was put under chloroform, and the leg amputated five inches below the knee by a posterior flap, and anterior semi-circular incision. The structures of the flap were sound, though the skin was somewhat torn; he lost very little blood, and only the two tibial arteries were tied, as no bleeding vessel appeared in the large muscular flap. The wound wos united by sutures, and alight bandage applied.
During the first few days the man's strength was kept up by beef-tea and brandy, &e., morphia given in one-grain doses at bed-time.
On the fourth and fifth day the sutures were removed; the wound was then firmly united, through the greater part of its extent.
As dressing, lint soaked in Condy's solution was applied. The stump on the fifth day became acutely tender, and tense and inflamed, but his pulse kept at about 78, and he seemed doing well.
On the sixth day, during sleep, the leg gave a violent start, which was followed by smart arterial haemorrhage. The dressings were removed, and a firm bandage and ice applied, which stopped the bleeding for a short time, but it recurred at intervals all the day, and his pulse rose to 104.
On the seventh day the same state continued; the bleeding kept recurring, and was always arrested by cold and pressure.
On the eighth day. as the bleeding returned more rapidly, chloroform was again given, the flaps were separated, the wound entirely opened out again and the clots removed; the bleeding was now seen to come from an artery high up in the posterior flap. All round the bleeding point the tissue was much softened, and it was found impossible to secure the vessel by a ligature, and it immediately gave way. A common straight surgical needle was then passed through the flap from the skin behind, made to arch over the bleeding vessel, and fixed in the muscle beyond; this at once arrested the haemorrhage. The flaps were then re-united by sutures and strapping. The man was very weak and faint all day, with a jerking pulse of 120. He was given as much nourishment and brandy as possible, and grs. 1^ of morphia at night; the next day he was much better, and on the following, 48 hours after its application, the needle was removed, and no bleeding occurred.
On the thirteenth day after the operation, the ligatures on the tibial arteries came away, and from this time the stump rapidly healed; an abscess, however, formed over the point of the bone; upon bursting, left a corner of the bone bare, and this soon afterwards necrosed and separated.
Within a month after the accident he was able to get about a little on crutches, and is now walking with a wooden leg. 
